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ChRIS KERN 


CTHE DOLC=HONDALC DEBATC) 
ANNCR: 

CHRIS KER! HAS SOME OBSE?VATIGHS 101! ON YESTERDAY'S 
CFRIDAY'S) DEBATE BETWEE!! AMERICAN VICE PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES BOB DOLE AND WALTER HMONDALE. 

VOICE: 

IN A RECENT SURVEY OF ANERICAN VOTERS, FIFTY=-TWO 
PRESENT OF THOSE INITERVIENED DIDN'T KNOW ''HO WAS RUNING FOR 
VICE PRESIDENT \!ITH PRESIDENT FORD. FORTY-FIVE PERCENT 
DIDN'T KNOW WHO WAS RUNING “ITH JIMTY CARTER, ONE VICE 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF A FE'! YEA°S BACK COMPLAINS THAT 
THE LATEST EDITION OF THE “Ti!TERHATIONAL YHO'S WHO" LISTS HIM 
AS HAVIHG OIED IN APRIL. 

ANERICAHS HAVE BEE! WIAKING FUN OF THE VICE PRESIDENCY 
EVER SINCE THEY INVENTED IT, THE FIRST VICE PRESIDENT, 

JOHN ADAMS, SAID IT AS THE HOST INSIG-‘IFICAHT OFFICE THAT HAD 
EVER SECN CREATED. NELSON ROCKEFCLLE::, WHO HOLDS THE JOB 

NOW, ONCE TURNED IT DO!’ GECAUSE HE DION'T CONSIDER HIMSELF 
WHAT HE CALLED "STAND-BY EQUIPIIENT." 

THE INESCAPABLE FACT OF THE VICE PRESIDENCY IS THAT IT 
TRANSFORMS A MAN OF TALENT, AMBITION AND INDEPENDENCE INTO 
SOMEONE ELSE'S SIDEKICK. NO ONE WAS SURPRISED THAT BOB DOLE 
AND ‘ALTER MONDALE ECHOED THE VIEWS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES IN FRIDAY NIGHT'S DEBATE. THAT WAS 
PRECISELY WHAT THCY WERE THERE FOR. 

PEOPLE HERE WILL BE VOTING FOR GERALD FORD OR JIMMY 
CARTER IN NOVEMBER, NOT FOR FORD AND DOLE OR CARTER AND 
MONDALE, THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION WILL REFLECT THE ATTITUDES 
AND CHOICES OF MR. FORD OR MR, CARTER. IF HISTORY IS ANY GUIDE, 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT WILL HAVE VERY LITTLE INFLUENCE. 

VICE PRESIDENTS SERVE BY ONLY STANDING AND WAITIIIG, 
ALTHOUGH IN RECENT YEARS THEY HAVE TENDED ULTIMATELY TO GO 
BEYOND THAT. FOUR OF THE LAST SIX MEN TO OCCUPY THE WHITE 
HOUSE WERE FIRST VICE PRESIDENT. 

THAT'S WHY IT “AS IMPORTANT FOR DOLE AND MONDALE TO DEBATE 
EACH OTHER IN FRONT OF THE TELEVISION PUBLIC, NOT BECAUSE 
THE RESULT IS LIKELY TO ALTER THE OUTCOME OF THE ELECTION 
OR EVEN THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION, BUT BECAUSE ONE OF THOSE TWO 
MEN MAY WELL END UP RESPONSISLE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AFTER 
THAT. 

MR. DOLE IS MORE A DOCTRINAIRE CONSERVATIVE THAN MR. FORD 
IS: MR. MONDALE A MORE DOCTRINAIRE LIBERAL THAN MR. CARTER, 
BUT NEITHER MAN IS AN EXTRENIST AND NEITHER MAN, IF HE SHOULD 
BECOME PRESIDENT BY SUCCESSIO:!, IS LIKELY TO BE AN EXTREME 
DEPARTURE FROM HIS PREDECESSOR, 

FOR HOST VOTERS, THEIR JOIIIT APPEARANCE WAS PROBABLY 
LESS INSTRUCTIVE THAN REASSURING. IT SHOWED THAT THE NEXT 
PRESIDENT WON'T NEGLECT TO PREPARE FOR HIS OWN DEPARTURE, 

AND THAT EVEN THE UNEXPECTED WON'T PREVENT AN ORDERLY 


TRANSITION, 


